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FLYING OFFICER
HAROLD SPENCER GARTRELL

: HAROLD SPENCER GARTRELL

129

: 14 Oktober 1944

: Holten (Oberhausen)

: 26 Mei 1915

: Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

: Edward and Alice Gartrell

: FLYING OFFICER

139011

: Royal Canadian Air Force 12 (R.A.F.) Sqdn
: Vlieghuig is geéxplodeerd tussen Hamborn en Oberhausen
: NEDERWEERT WAR CEMETERY IV. B. 13.



Stichting Adoptiegraven Nederweert War Cemetery

Operation Hurricane (1944) Avro Lancaster | (LL909 PH-Y)

Operatie Hurricane was een 24-uurs terreurbombardement om de vijand de overweldigende superioriteit
van de geallieerde luchtmacht te demonstreren (volgens de richtlijnen van Harris ACO RAF Bomber Com-
mand). Massaal paniek te veroorzaken desorganisatie in het Ruhrgebied, de communicatie in de frontlinie
verstoren en de zinloosheid van verzet aan te tonen (Volgens de notities van de officiéle RAF-geschiedenis).

Op de dag van 14 oktober 1944 lieten 957 RAF Bomber Command-vliegtuigen 3.574 lange projectielen
(3.631 t) hoog explosieve stoffen en 820 lange projectielen (830 t) brandbommen afwerpen op Duisburg.
Gedurende de dag voerde USAAF VIIl Bomber Command Mission 677 PFF-aanvallen uit op de rangeerter-
reinen van Keulen bij Gereon, Gremberg en Eifelter, evenals Euskirchen.

Een tweede RAF-aanval op Duisburg in de nacht van 14 op 15 oktober in twee golven met een tussenpoos
van ongeveer twee uur liet nog eens 4.040 ton springstof en 500 ton brandbommen vallen. In sommige ge-
vallen vlogen RAF-bemanningen zowel bij daglicht als bij nachtelijke aanvallen een totaal van bijna elf uur
vliegtijd in 24 uur. In dezelfde nacht bombardeerde de RAF ook Brunswijk (Duits: Braunschweig), waarbij
het stadscentrum werd verwoest. Bijna vijftig Mosquitos voerden hinderlijke aanvallen uit en 132 vliegtui-
gen van No.100 Group richtten zich op Duitse nachtjagers.

In 24 uur had RAF Bomber Command 2589 sorties gevlogen, waarbij 24 vliegtuigen verloren waren gegaan,
ongeveer 10.050 lange ton (10.210 t) bommen waren gevallen en alleen al in Duisburg meer dan 2.500 bur-
gers waren gedood.

Avro Lancaster (LL909 PH-Y) was een van de toestellen die die dag neergehaald werd door Duis afweerge-
schut. Het toestel was op 14 okt 1944 vertrokken om 06:45 vanuit Wickenby Engeland en keerde nooit te-
rug.

Drie bemammingsleden werden na de oorlog verplaatst vanuit Holten (Oberhausen) naar Nederweert een
naar Venray drie man werden gevangen genomen en naar een krijgsgevangen kamp gestuurd.
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OTTAUR, Onmada, 27th Juve, 1745,

Mra, Sdmard Gartrell,
1800 Mobson Strest,
VYanoouver, B.0.

Danr Mre, dartrelli

Our (wo.geas Hoadouarters ave forwarded to
Lhosa ls=dquacler: a oia'esnant mmds by Flying Offisor RN,
Randnll, & membar of Lhe erow wilh your son, Flying Officer
lareld Spencor Ourtrells Flying Officer Randall was a
Prisoner of Wor but han now boen liberated.

lip mtatos that the alreraft oxplodod in mid=
alr botween Hamborn and Ubsrkavsor~Storieade, Garmany,
Then tha crdar to abandon the alroraft wms clven ho ex-'
pome difTieulty in oponing the eseape hatoh
ard he gould assamplioh this he was biown out of
Loroa of tho exploslon., The following is
wiA Wdannoious moat of tho way doen ard

waa hanglng wpslde down. The larnoss had
out through at the shoulders aod 1t wnp only the lag

me. My Vaa feat bad besn ount throush as
od wns domn around my knoen. My flring boots wore
nd I felt ayself slijndng from tio harnesa po I arossed
ny fool to prowent thdes My chute was a tangled sops end I
wag falllng vary fasts On tho last part of the descent I
oan reuspabter poolng two other slatar, Pully opened, aoolng
down, I bit the telephome wires whlech broke my fall, ma
knoaked npeonsalous amin and woke up on a streat, A
plokod up by olvlliskeo, who told na that 5 clher "gomrades
wera sapbured two strooke away. I do pob know LT they ware
living or dead. I wos taken to a Oatholio hospital where
mongs days lntar T wns told by & Dootor thore, tlat throo sther
lads had bteon found, one was dead when found and the other
tao died from injurice in atothor hospltal in Uterkrade, Dotl
thoso reports are romouwr ord I sannot e sure whethar the boys
gontlioned are from my miroralts"
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Thore are sovaral Sarvices set up in an en=
deaveur te find all partisulars porsible of orushed alr-
aalt, Semo informstion is owvalloble sonserilng a gro-t
many afraraft which eraahed or were ahot down by the encay
and overy possible effort on an orgarlsed basls La bolng
mat forth to seoure all infores:.lon awailable. It is te

of the Graves loglstrntion Units, which aro under the
nl of the Military Authoritiss to ongquire for and
ta the graves of rll personnel knoen or belleved to
arnslad and to bave besn buried in sssiplod areac.
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A Rognl Als Fosrow and Donlolin Adle Forss lMise-
ing Hesearch and Emoulry Service has been orpanised for the
purpose of ressareh sni enguiry in liberated territoriss into
tho sirsuastansces of airersws reported as sasumlties, This
Eorvise erdesvours to obtaln sdditional informeabisn to supp=
lemont tizt alre~dy recoived, The elvilian populailon of
those aress is boing contactod by Bedlo, Press and Froclas-~
ations tlrough the warloun elvia authoritles to centrallss
through thls Servise any loforvmition or oouorete ovldence
thoy may lave about Alr Force porsomnel or cracied alrerait,
SMallar Instroetionn hove been leaued to all Servies pearsonoal
in thopa aread,

I wish to agmin napure you tiat whon additiomal
infermntion i» recaived ooccerning your son, it will be for-
wardad to ysu. Howewsr, 1 ma suwre you will rorllsa that
owing &o the shnotis sonditlons existlug iu Europo st the
prosant tino and the grest mmber of emguiriss confronting
thepe onguiry services, some tino may pss before more 1nfar-
mation is recelved.

May I expross my sinocre syupnthy in this parlcd
of oontinuod naxioty.

Tours alncorely,

v

ReCyAuFe Cagualty OLCicar,
Ec far Chial of tha Alr Jtaffl,
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CERTIFICATE OF PRESUMPTION OF DEATH  §9,13042

This is to Certify that

39051 FLYISG OFFICER HAROLD SPEHCER GABTRELL R.Ced.F.
(Wnmbss {Hank) (Masme In Full (Viwind

V#

hnd 14TH
hl__,'
198 and thas, full Inquiries having hoen

has been officially reparted ss missing since the ilay

> OCTOBER

made, no information han been reseived which would indioate that he may be still olive.
For official purposes, therefore, he is presumed to have died on or sinee the ahove
meentionel date,

Dated ot Ottawn, Canadn, this V7 TH jayof SEPTEMBER 14 5
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R.C.A.F. Records Officer.
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1 Bumame GAARTRELL Fris Christian Namea HAROLD SPENCER
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10 Next of Kin (FOll n.-.:ﬂw m mhm T onban
w  Addow 1868 Ralan St A aeemin, 4L,

i1 Fether (Fal. Name) Colaenoll w Birhpleco._. Cn-q_ﬁa—-u
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12. Mither (Full Maiden Nm}ﬂ.fuu"\ﬂ-wqw Birthplaco
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Bron: aviation-safety.net /Wikipedia
Foto: www.veterans.gc.ca
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